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Troop 243 Outings & Activities – December starts off with Work to begin the set up for St. Barnabas’ live nativity scene with Pope Pius XII religious medal boards immediately following.  Architecture and preparation for our camp out in Red River Gorge will be the subject of our 2 normal troop meetings and our annual Christmas party to follow.  We will also attend Pack 756’s cross over ceremony and welcome about 10 new Boy Scouts into our troop!  We camp the weekend of the 14th and 15th with an opportunity for those who do not camp with us to participate in St. Barnabas’ live nativity scene.  We close the month hoping that everyone has a blessed Christmas holiday.
Troop and Patrol Meetings on Wednesdays - All are welcome.  Scouts in Field/Class A uniforms are expected.  Except where noted, all meetings are held at St. Barnabas.
December 5, 7:00 PM  – Troop Meeting – Architecture – Tiki is the service patrol

December 12, 7:00 PM – Troop Meeting – Architecture @ Parklands Retreat House.
December 20/21 – Troop Christmas Celebration Pot luck and lock-in

December 26th – No Troop Meeting 

Troop Leadership Meetings –There are no boy or adult leadership meetings in December.  

Zach Yates’ Eagle Board of Review – On Saturday December 8th, we will gather to celebrate Zach Yates’ advancement to Eagle rank at 2:30 in Gallagher Hall.  With a move of his family as well as the normal time pressures on a high school student, Zach some how set aside the time to complete his Eagle project and make all the paper work happen.  Join us as we congratulate Zach for accomplishing something that only the most dedicated scouts accomplish.  
Troop 243 Handbook Fact – Discipline issues have been few and far between with Troop 243 but our discipline policy can be found on page 11 of the troop handbook, which can be found at www.troop243.com.  Here is a brief summary of only a few key elements.  As is true with all good boy lead troops, behavior issues are first the responsibility of the Patrol Leaders and Senior Patrol Leader.  Here are times when adults step in. Inappropriate behavior will result in any of these actions.  1) A parental/guardian call to pick up scout from meeting or outing regardless of location of outing.  2) Scout’s participation in troop activities and outings will be suspended.  3) Rank advancement delay until scout demonstrates knowledge of the Scout Oath and Law.  Repeat behavior will result in suspension or removal from the troop.

St. Barnabas Live Nativity Scene – For those of you who are not going to camp with us at the Red River Gorge on the 14th and 15th, last year we supported St. Barnabas’ live nativity scene so well that they’ve asked us for our support again.  Please consider helping on these dates and times.

 Friday December 14, 6-8:30 PM

Saturday December 15, 6-8:30 PM

 Troop role:

1.  Provide tent for manger scene and tent for hospitality tent.  Manger tent, with walls, will be behind church this year.  Hospitality will be on the grass in between the parish garages and the church.  Frank Hulsman will coordinate setup approximately one week before the event.  Scouts / Leaders on-hand on Saturday December 15 can help dismantle.

 2.  Direct traffic during event.  

 3.  Directing traffic includes crowd control and security (direct people to the proper areas, be present for assistance if needed).

 Other areas scouts and their families can help:

1.  Be a live participant in the manger scene, the sheep pastures, or in the recreation of the town of Bethlehem.  Participants can dress in their own costumes, or use one that St. Barnabas is borrowing from another church.  A "casting call" will be held after masses on December 1 and 2.  People just sign-up for the roles they would like to play.  People to fill the role of Mary and Jesus have already been identified, but they are still looking for a "Joseph" for both nights and for all the other characters (shepherds, wise men, angels, villagers, inn-keeper, etc. etc.)

 2.  Decorate and light the campus.  Saturday Dec. 1 and Saturday Dec. 8, 9 AM - 3 PM, pizza lunch will be provided.  All the buildings will be lighted (school, hospitality house, gym, garages, and the baseball field).

 3.  Bake cookies and bring them for the event.

 4.  Sing in an ad-hoc group of Christmas carolers during the event.

 5.  Donate any old Christmas lights you may have.  

Miscellaneous – The Pope Pius Board of Review is scheduled for December 3 at the Swope Center at 7:00 PM.  A complete Class A/Field uniform is required.
Pictures of Andrew Kenney’s Project!
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Andrew Kenney has taken that largest of steps toward earning the rank of Eagle Scout.  Below are some pictures of an accomplishment for which Creasy Mahan is very appreciative.
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